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This Week’s Question                                                     א׃ ׳ב עניני פדיון הבן   משמרת חיים חלק 
Q: The obligation of a father to do פדיון הבן for his son extends even when the son becomes a בר מצווה.  However, the 
obligation for a father to ensure his son gets a מילה does not extend once the son becomes an adult. What’s the 
difference? 
 
Last Week’s Answer                                                                      משמרת חיים חלק א׳ עניני ברכות ׃י 
Q: The מ״א holds that if one knows that he said at least one ברכה from bentching but he is unsure if he said the others, 
he does not bentch again.  This is because there is a ספק if you need all the ברכות to fulfill your obligation to bentch, 
and therefore there is a ספק whether or not he has fulfilled his obligation to bentch and ספק ברכות להקל.  However, if 
one is unsure whether he bentched at all, he does bentch again because bentching is a Torah bound obligation and 
רייתאודא לחומרא  ?What’s the difference  ?ספק 
A: The only time we hold ספק דארייתא לחומרא is when by doing the action again, you will have definitely fulfilled the 
Torah obligation.  Thus, if you don’t know if you bentched, you bentch and will definitely have fulfilled your 
obligation to bentch.  However, when you forgot one ברכה, even if you say that ברכה you may not have fulfilled your 
obligation, because we are not sure whether you need all the ברכות together to be יוצא.  Therefore, you don’t say the 
ברכה

Thought Question 

Sincerity is Important 
Continued from Page 1 

Rashi also gives a second explanation, which is that the original purpose of the “Mishkan” was to enable the 
Jewish people to express and actualize their inner commitment to do עבודת ד' . After the sin of the Golden calf, the 
“Mishkan of testimony,” is the place where Hashem’s Shechinah would be felt as a Mishkan of atonement, since it 
witnesses the sin of the golden calf. Ergo, the torah states Mishkan a second time for it is another type of Mishkan; it is 
a Mishkan of testimony for atonement. Even though the people in the time of the Mishkan had a divine and spiritual 
elevation because of the Mishkan, they still sinned with the Golden Calf. There is an important message here: We must 
remember that even at the height of spiritual inspiration not to minimize the importance of the meticulous observance 
of the Mitzvot, for they are the true culmination of the spiritual feelings. Without them, the potential is not realized.  

Observance of Jewish Leap Years  
By Jonathan Ziring, Rambam Junior 

Perhaps one of the most interesting institutions in the Jewish calendar is that of אדר שני .  In order to ensure 
that פסח falls out in the spring, and סוכות falls out in the fall, every seven out of every 19 years, a leap month is added. 
These months compensate for the 11 day discrepancy between the solar and lunar years.  However, there is a מחלוקת
whether the main אדר is the first or second month.  The מחבר holds it is the first month, while the רמ״א holds it is the 
second.  Some practical differences would be what month to celebrate a בר מצוה or יאר צייט.  (Of course, if the boy
was born, or the relative died during a leap year, the בר מצוה or יאר צייט would be observed in the month it originally 
took place in.)  One anomaly that comes out is when twins are born between two אדרים.  If one boy is born at the end 
of אדר א׳ and the other is born at the beginning of אדר ב׳, if their בר מצווה falls out in a non-leap year, the older son 
would become a בר מצוה a month after the younger one. 

שבת שלום!


